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STATE Of COLORADO 
Roy Romar, Governor 
OEPARTMENf OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

July 19, 1991 

Oavid Slrnonsori 
Department of Energy 
Rocky F l a t s  Office 
P. 0.  BOX 928 
Golden, CO 80402 

RE: Camments on Standard Ogerating Procedures, Ecology 5.0 and 3 Envlromnental 
Eva lua t i on  Work Plans - Operable Units 1 , 2 ,  and 5 

Dear Mr. Simonson: 

D i s t r i c t  Wildlife Manager Tom Howard and myself have reviewed the above 
referenced documents as requested in your letter  of Jure 14. Portions of the 
Standard Operating Procedures were also reviewed'by other members of our 
staff. He= are the co;rvnents we have a t  this time: 

Standard OperatinQ Procedures (Ecology) - T k s e  data collection procedures 
seem to be reasonable and pretty mcrch tha  ''industry standaro'" to accomplish 
t h e  tasks prcposed. 

Enviromental  Evaluation Nork Plans - These three pk1fl5 are quite similar i n  
content and scope, so we feel cornfortable addwssing all three t o g e t k r  here, 
I n  general ,  much of the plans deal with  quite technical aspects of sampling 
for  various potential. pollutants. Neither 'Fan nm myself are knowledgable in 
these areas an0 we are t h u s  not able t o  comment on the parts of the plans 
re lat ing to these subjects. 
Div i s ion  of Wildl i fe  with  more knowledge in these arass and have t h e n  review 
the documnts, Wt I suspect that  the coments of tb Colorado Department of 
liealth s ta f f  may adequately cover these subjects. 

With  regard to the actual wildlife  portion of tk plans, we general ly  t h i n k  
that these are reasonable plans  which should result in the ga the r i ng  of much 
useful data. We have a few minor commenWcorrectlons; 

We have no problem with the i r  fmplmentation. 

It might be possible to find someone i n  the 

- In the discussion of black-footed ferrets under the Terrestrial 
Ecosystems section, we suggest changing the statement ltb1ack-footed 
fe r ret s  a r e  now extinct in the wild" to llblaek-footed ferrets are 
thought by many ta be e x t i n c t  i n  the wild1' ,  

- In the Wethnds discussion under the Terrestrial Ecosystems section, 
the statement Is made that "these wetlands currently fall under the 
ju r i sd ic t ion  of the U; 5. Army Corps of Engineers". 
understanding that tl-e a3E only has jurisdiction over f i l l i n g  07. 
wetland areas, not for any other aspect of  wetlands, 

(continued) 

IC is OUT 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES. Hamlet 1. BarY. Er6C"tlVa Dir*clor 
WILDLIFE COMUISSIOt~. Wi!l,am 

Fd.x  Chava i  r.4ember + R F , ~ K ~  I. Franc M e d o e r  
h-tegbrp, Chairman . Ocnpts Lutirall. Vice Chblfmarl t Eldbn w. CoaQe'* 

LOUIS F Swlh Member * Georpe V m O W B e Q  Membbr * L3ffY' b4 W''yht' Mwnbur 



- 2 -  

- fn both the TertestdaZ Ecosystems section and agsln In the 
Environmental Evaluation Tasks section, reference is macle t o  'IProtected 
wildlife", 
what? By whom? What is really being referred to here? 

It it not clear what t h i s  term means. Pmtected fmm 

80th of us are  quite n e w  to  what Is going on a t  Rocky F l a t s ,  so we easily  
might have overlooked some nuances which could be important, As we gain more 
of an understanding of the situation we should k able to provide more i n p u t ,  

Please let  me know if  you have any questions. 

Sincerely 

%- 
Oava Weber 
Habitat Biologist 

cc: Tom Howard, CDOY 
Ron Cattany, O W  
WOH 


